
 

1 

Mac-Alasdair Clan 
Teachdaire 

THE CLAN McALISTER OF AMERICA MESSENGER   FALL 2023 

President’s Message  
 

A Local “Gathering”… 

Scott and I had the opportunity 
to attend a Scottish Rite Confer-
ence in Washington DC in late 
August.  It had been a few years 
since we had been to DC so we 
decided to fly up a few days ear-
ly. Knowing there are 3 other 
Board members in the immedi-
ate area, Frank McAlister, Mike 

Stewart and Jean Stewart, I called Michael to 
see if they wanted to get “to gather” for lunch.  
In true fashion of a “McAlister,” he immediately 
suggested we invite a few more in the area.  I 
was thrilled with the idea and said that would be 
awesome.  Michael emailed a few more people.  
We soon had 5 board members and 7 “cousins” 
for a total of 12 for lunch. 

Lunch was at Red’s Table in Reston, a suburb 
just west of downtown DC.  Frank and his wife, 
Debbie, were gracious enough to provide our 
transportation from downtown DC for the occa-
sion.  The “Gathering” included Frank and Deb-
bie McAlister; Michael and Jean Stewart; Jean-
nie Bowman, another Director, and her daugh-
ter, Donna Kairewich;  Keith McAllister, author 
of the “McAllister Migration to North America” in 
our Summer Journal; Rodney and Mary MacAl-
ister, and Rod’s sister, Sara, who had just flown 
in from California for a family visit.  Both Keith, 
Jeannie and Donna drove around 2 hours from 
Maryland.  What a TREAT!  Lunch was at 
12:30PM and we didn’t break up until well after 
3PM.  Then six of us hung out in the parking lot 
for another half hour or so. 

Our mini-gathering in Reston was fun, but that 
is only part of the enjoyment you’ll get when 
you attend our biennial CMA 2024 Gathering 
in San Antonio, Texas!  Please mark your 
calendar today for October 17 – 20, 2024. 

 

Jeanie Taylor McAlister 
 cma-president@clanmcalister.org  

Clan MacAlister Crest Badge in header by Celtus, licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0.  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Clan_member_crest_badge_-_Clan_MacAlister.svg  

Lunch at Red’s Table, Reston, VA. 

Left: Scott & Jeanie McAlister;  Frank & Debbie 
McAlister; Jean & Mike Stewart.  Right: Donna 
Kairewich; Jeanne Bowman; Rod & Mary 
MacAlister & Sara Pfirrmann; Keith McAlister. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Clan_member_crest_badge_-_Clan_MacAlister.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Celtus
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Clan_member_crest_badge_-_Clan_MacAlister.svg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Clan_member_crest_badge_-_Clan_MacAlister.svg
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Remember to keep checking the CMA website 
(https://www.clanmcalister.org) for the latest in-
formation on plans for the 2024 Gathering, in-
cluding, as they are developed, the program of 
presentations, Gathering activities, and things to 
do in San Antonio. By the end of the year, the 
website will also contain links to allow you to 
complete and pay for your Gathering and hotel 
registrations on-line. 

Update on Planning  
CMA Gathering Committee 

 
The Board of Directors is planning their annual 
in-person meeting this November 6-7 in San 
Antonio, Texas to preview the 2024 Gathering 
location.  Scott and I plan to get there a couple 
of days early to personally check out all of the 
local attractions and restaurants.  The Board 
has a laundry list of items to discuss and will 
have a full day and half of work.  

While we are currently doing our own research 
for speakers and entertainment, I want to hear 
from YOU!  Should you know any good speak-
ers or entertainment groups in the San Antonio 
area that you think would be of interest to our 
group, please send the Gathering Committee 
an email.  Also, we want to know what kind of 
topics would be of interest to you.  This is 
YOUR Gathering and we want you involved!  
Our email address is:  

cma-gatcom@clanmcalister.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  Thank 
you in advance. 

Jeanie Taylor McAlister 
 cma-president@clanmcalister.org  

Planning for the CMA 2024 Gathering 

Figure 2: Riverwalk, San Antonio, TX 
(San Antonio Texas River Walk by Tim Pearce/Flickr,  

CC BY 2.0) 

Figure 1: The Alamo, San Antonio, TX 
(San Antonio by ka-el.net, CC BY-NC-ND 3.0) 

Figure 3: RiverCenter Shopping Mall,  
San Antonio, TX 

(Several Floors of a Shopping Mall in San Antonio Texas by 

GoodFreePhotos, CC0 / Public Domain) 

https://www.clanmcalister.org
mailto:cma-gatcom@clanmcalister.org
https://www.flickr.com/photos/timpearcelosgatos/5929077264
https://www.flickr.com/photos/timpearcelosgatos/5929077264
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://ka-el.net/hdr/San%20Antonio/slides/DSC_0337_8_9.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/deed.en_US
https://www.goodfreephotos.com/albums/united-states/texas/san-antonio/texas-san-antonio-shopping-mall-floors.jpg
https://www.goodfreephotos.com/albums/united-states/texas/san-antonio/texas-san-antonio-shopping-mall-floors.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/
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 MacAlisters and the  

Kintyre Peninsula  
By Suzan McAllister 

The MacAlister Clan has 
contributed generously to 
the history of conflict and 
intrigue on the peninsula of 
Kintyre. Recently, a map of 
the Clans of Scotland 
came to our attention, and 
we began asking how ac-
curately the map portrayed 
the location of the MacAl-
ister clan. What follows is a short synopsis of the 
history leading up to the years the map was 
based on.  

Knapdale to Kintyre. The eponymous Alasdair 
resided on Islay and then in Knapdale, with Cas-
tle Sweyn mentioned as his stronghold.

1
 Alasdair 

died in a battle against his cousin Alexander 
McDougall, possibly because of a feud over the 
Isle of Mull.

2
 The clan seat was then moved from 

Ardpatrick in Knapdale and established the fami-
ly at Loup (lands along the southern shoreline of 
Loch Tarbert) in the Kintyre peninsula.  

Loup, Tarbert & diverse Kintyre lands acquired. 
The Loup Lands were officially recognized for 
the MacAlisters in 1481, when King James III of 
Scotland granted the Lands of Loup to John of 
Islay, Lord of the Isles. Ian Dubh MacAlister, his 
vassal and then 6th MacAlister chieftain, 1st of 
Loup, was given control of the Loup Lands.

3
 At 

the same time, his son Charles was appointed 
Constable of Castle Tarbert and given the stew-
artry of Kintyre. The stewartry included consider-
able land grants throughout Kintyre, including 
Dunaverty on the southern coast and numerous 
farmlands across the peninsula.

4
  

Lordship of the Isles Dissolved. Twelve years 
later, the Lordship of the Isles dissolved, and 
John of Islay’s lands in Kintyre reverted to the 
King, who then granted Loup to the MacAlisters 
directly.

2
  

A Few Family Disagreements. By the late 16th 
century, Loup was well established as a clan 
seat. MacAlisters still kept Ardpatrick in 
Knapdale as well as the stewartry of Kintyre from   

Figure 1: Timeline 
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Tarbert Castle - but not for much longer.  

In 1591, Godfrey MacAlister was 5th Laird of 
Loup. A minor at the time, he was under the tute-
lage of one Charles McAlester,

5
 his uncle. God-

frey fell in love and wished to marry, but Charles 
did not support the marriage. Charles would ra-
ther have seen one of his own sons marry this 
woman, a wealthy heiress. Godfrey would not 
relent his troth.  

Charles traveled to Loup to resolve the matter. 
Godfrey met him on the road. Dirks were drawn, 
and Godfrey killed his uncle.  

At this point, it is important to remember that our 
original Alasdair was a MacDonald. In the 10 
generations from Alasdair to Godfrey, our rela-
tionship with the MacDonalds was a very close, 
albeit sometimes turbulent, relationship. In the 
wake of the loss of control of the Isles, the Mac-
Donalds were calling their vassals close. For this 
reason, Charles’ sons, being pursued by their 
chief, sought refuge with MacDonald Chief An-
gus of Dunyvaig (on Islay), who had recently 
asked for MacAlister support. Angus’ son James 
was next in line for the MacDonald Chiefdom. He 
also secretly held a royal warrant for the death or 
imprisonment of his father.  

In pursuit of Charles’ sons, Godfrey called on 
James MacDonald and about 300 relatives for 
help. Seeing an opportunity to eliminate all com-
petition for Godfrey’s bride, gain a chiefdom and 
fulfill a royal warrant for James, they set the 
home ablaze.  

This did not end well for the young men. Godfrey 
escaped capture but was forced to live in con-
cealment. James went to prison for 11 years be-
fore he was tried for treason and sentenced to 
beheading. The sentence was never carried out 
as it was revealed that James was in the employ 
of the crown during the deed.

6
 All this for the 

power inherent in the hand of a woman.  

Aftermath of the dissolution of the Lords of the 
Isles. It was nothing compared to the price paid 
for some cows on the Isle of Jura. The MacDon-
alds were actively trying to protect their lands 
and keep their vassals close. The Macleans saw 
an opportunity to seize power over the clans. Be-
fore young James returned home, utter bedlam 
had reigned over Kintyre.  

A MacDonald chief, Donald Gorm Mor of Sleat, 
took a trip to visit the MacDonald chief, Angus of 
Dunnyveg on Islay. He was caught in a storm 
and landed on Maclean lands on the Isle of Jura. 
Two other MacDonalds (who were traitorously 
working for the Macleans), started a series of 
events that night that would end in the devasta-
tion of the Isles and Kintyre, and drastically 
change the future for all their families.  

The traitors stole Maclean’s cattle from an area 
near Donald Gorm Mor’s position. Predictably, 
Maclean held Donald Gorm Mor accountable and 
retaliated quickly, killing 60 of Gorm’s men be-
fore they could leave Jura.  

The King inserted himself in the matter after the 
string of MacDonald and Maclean retaliations be-
gan causing unrest in the area. He demanded 
that they resolve the matter. They used his edict  
as a ruse to visit one another, take hostages and 
slaughter each other’s men on multiple occa-
sions, forcing the King to seek them as criminals. 

Figure 2: MacAlister Locations, Kintyre 
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MacDonald retreated to Ireland. Maclean invad-
ed Islay. MacDonald invaded Mull and Tiree. 
Maclean ravaged and plundered Kintyre. They 
were both captured, thrown into prison and end-
ed  on the gallows. Their lands were forfeit.

7
  

Figure 2 shows the locations mentioned in this 
article. Known MacAlister residences are shown 
in red.  

The lands that provided life for the clans were 
being disrupted. For survival or opportunism, 
MacAlisters of Arran plundered 12,000 pounds 
worth of possessions from John Montgomery of 
Skelmorie. Archibald MacAlister (heir of Tarbert) 
took 1200 men to Bute and plundered the Stew-
art possessions.

6 
 

This brings us to the period covered by our map. 
The map in Figure 3 shows clan territories based 
on the Acts of Parliament of 1587 and 1594. 
Note that our MacAlister clan is only shown 
along the northmost shores of Loch Tarbert, 

while the family’s homes were actually widely 
scattered across the peninsula and certainly in-
cluded Loup. There may have been some dis-
crepancies between the Acts of Parliament and 
the actual places of residence at that time.  

In 1605, the royal charter for the Loup lands was 
confirmed, making Hector MacAlister a landhold-
er for the King. Following the hanging of Angus 
MacDonald and Lachlan Maclean, the King 
granted all former MacDonald land grants of 
Kintyre to the Earl of Argyll. Hector and some of 
the MacAlister family escaped King James’ re-
sulting edict “not to let any of his new lands to 
anyone named MacDonald, MacNeil or MacAl-
ister”.

3
 This lasted some time, as we see that in 

1623 a MacAlister of Loup was named one of the 
Justices of the Peace for Argyllshire. Tarbert was 
taken by the Macleans during the raids, then lat-
er given to the Campbells by the King.

5
  

Stability was not to be had for the residents of 
Kintyre for some time. The Argyle family, now in 
control of the entire peninsula, declared itself for 
the Covenanters in the Bishop’s War of 1638 and 
raised an army. The ensuing war razed the es-
tates of Kintyre, leaving a wasteland in its wake. 
So little was left to support the Argyle family that 
the Estates of Parliament gave funds to support 
the family. Many Kintyre residents fled to Ireland 
and were replaced by lowland and Ayrshire fami-
lies that had joined the Campbell cause.

8
  

The Loup is the one grant to the MacAlister fami-
ly that came from the King and was not part of 
what passed from the Lord of the Isles 
(MacDonald) to the Earl of Argyll (Campbell). It 
remained a continuous clan seat until 1746, 
when Angus MacAlister was sued by his father’s 
creditors and lost Loup.  Angus, 11th of Loup, 
was the last MacAlister freeholder on Kintyre.

3
  

In 1810, the Loup family was in bankruptcy, and 
joined (by marriage) with the Kennox family in 
Ayrshire, taking that clan seat out of Kintyre.

5
 

The people, however, remained and continued to 
endeavor to stake their claims on the peninsula. 
Thanks to the painstaking efforts of Keith MacAl-
ister of the Glenbarr MacAlisters (descended 
from Ian Dubh of Loup), much of the Loup lands 
are back in MacAlister hands, along with hold-
ings in Glenbarr. A MacAlister Clan Centre exists 
in Glenbarr today. (The Clan Centre, at Glenbarr 
Abby, is currently closed for repairs; a date for 

Figure 3: Map - Clans of Scotland Accord-

ing to the Acts of Parliament 1587 & 1594  
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reopening is uncertain.) Loup House, a manor 
house north of Clachan village, still stands and 
until recently was also a Clan Centre. There is 
also a branch of the family on the Isle of Skye, 
who hosted Bonnie Prince Tcharlach (Charlie) 
during his escape from Culloden.

9
  

______________________________________ 
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Target Dates for CMA Journal & Newsletter Submissions 

The CMA editorial staff rely upon contributors 
(members and non-members) to provide materi-
al for our journals and newsletters. We have 
been the beneficiaries recently of articles by sev-
eral new contributors, and one of the questions 
they typically ask is “by when do you need a final 
draft?” Our target deadlines are shown in the ta-
ble below.  

For example, we would like to have final drafts 
from the authors for each Spring newsletter by 1 
March. That gives time to combine the articles 
and compose the finished copy, including any 
editorial adjustments, and email a digital version 
to all members by 31 March. At that time, we al-
so forward the finished version to our publisher 

for printing. It typically takes the publisher 4-6 
weeks to print and mail copies to members who 
have paid for a paper copy.  

We would like to encourage anyone who feels 
like they have an article waiting to write (or al-
ready written) to contact the editorial staff at cma
-editor@clanmcalister.org. The topic can be any-
thing on McAlisters (any spelling), genealogy, 
Scotland/Ireland, or any other topic you feel may 
be of interest to members. Our editorial staff is 
here to help with topics, scheduling, editing as-
sistance, and other questions you might have. 

— CMA Editors 

 CMA Newsletter/ 
Journal Edition 

Final Draft Due 
to the Editor 

Digital Copy Mailed 
to All Members 

Spring 01 March 31 March 

Summer 01 June 30 June 

Fall 01 September 30 September 

Winter 01 December 15 January 

Target Dates for Publication Submissions 

______________________________________ 

mailto:cma-editor@clanmcalister.org
mailto:cma-editor@clanmcalister.org
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Join Us on the San Antonio Riverwalk — 17-20 October 2024 


